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and Mr. 
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' RE ASONS. by Mr. 

Leine Miniſter at Hirling, Mr. Millium 
Nilſon Miniſter at Perth, Mr. Alexans 
der Moncrieff Miniſter "at Abernethy, 


" Kinclaven, why they have not acce- 


died to the adele o the eſtabli- 
ſhed Church. 7 AR 


I 55 
Bu l 


NH E Ine, General act baving by... 
their A May 14t | we- 
red the Sy nod of , Pail 4 Oe 


under ſuch 112 as are mentioned 
in the ſaid. A&, 


mmiſſion of the General "AL. 
re been the Opinion of ſeverals, both 
Brethren ſhould have inſtant! acceded to the 

hurch, in regard 4 is 


judged that the Grounds of their Seceſſion were re- 
moved by the Conduct of the laſt Aſſembly, and 


James Fiſber Miniſter at | 


and Stirling, ; 


if to reſtore Mr. Ebenezer | 

=. Erikine Miniſter. at Seirling, Mr. Hilliam Wilſon © 
Miniſter at Perib, Mr. Alexander. MoncrieFf Miniſter 

at Abernethy, and Mr. James Filter Minifter at 
Kinclaven, to their reſpective Miniſterial Charges 
And the Synod, which met at Stirling, Fuly ad, elo 
thed with this. ge legared Power, having, in Conſe- 9 
- quence of the Aſſemb ys AG, AR, taken off the Sentences - 
£ 2 by the 

ſliembly 1733 againſt the foreſaid four. Brethren ;. it 
has therefo 
Miniſters and private Chriſtians, That the ſaid 3 


that a Door was opened for their Return to the Judi- 7 | 


catories, by the Act of the Synod of - Perth and Stirling 


in their Favours: And, ſince they have not taken the 


Berne of the ſaid Act, there ĩs no doubt but their 
A 2 | Con. 
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| " ; | 
Conduct has been cenſured, by many of their Friends, 


as well as by theſe who have more keenly appeared 


f againſt them. . : 1 LIE 
In order therefore to ſatisfy ſuch who have the 


ſame Cauſe and Intereſt with themſelves at Heart, 


add to remove the Exceptions of others, who are 
either more eafily 1 upon by Reaſon of their 
Ignorance of the preſent Situation of Affairs, or who 
thro' Prejudice may entertain harſh and unfavourable 
Thoughts of their Conduct, they thought it their 
Duty to make publick at this Juncture, the Reaſons 
why they have not as yet had Freedom to re- enter 
the judicatories of the eſtabliſned Church at, the 
Door which is opened by the Act of the laſt Aſſem- 


bly, and the Proceedings of the Synod of Perth and 


Stirling thereupon. | SP os 
That we may more diſtinctly and clearly lay open 


enquiring into the Procedure of the laft Aſſembly, 
who are ſuppoſed to have made ſome confiderable 
Steps towards a Reformation of the Evils formerly 
_ complained of, and for removing of the Grounds 
n which our Seceſſion from the Judicatories was 
laid: And as that Aſſembly was compoſed of 3 Body 
of Reverend and Honourable Members, many of them 
of a conſiderable Standing in the Miniftry, and whom 
we regard as faithful Labourers in the Lord's Vine- 
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our preſent Caſe, we are laid under a Neceſſity of 


id 
tha 
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of 


© we 


yard ; fo it was Matter of Joy and Refreſhment, not / 


only to us, but to many others thro' the Land, that a 
Stop was put to the unwarrantable and violent Procee- 


dings of ſome former Aſſemblies and their Commiſ- 
ſions; and if the Difficulties that ly in the Way of 
our Acceſſion to the Judicatories of the Church are 


not removed, we do not impute it to the Intentions | 


and Inclinations of many of the worthy Members of 
the laſt Aſſembly, but to the Oppoſition they met 


with from ſome who had an active Hand in carrying 
on, or concurring with, the former Courſe of Defe- | 
ction. But in regard it is not the Intentions and Inclina< 


for- 


tions of Men that will be the Evidence of the Re- 


8 / 


882 


mation of a Church, but their publick Deeds and 
Records, theſe being the only authentick Documents 

Fat can be tranſmitted to Poſterity of her Fidelity - 
Ind Loyalty to the Lord Chriſt her only Head and 


\ 


iding and treading down; therefore it is with Regrete- 
that we muſt obſerve the cloſs Connection that there is 
betwixt the Acts of the laſt Aſſembly, and ſome Acts 
and Proceedings of the Aſſembly 1733 and their Com- 
niſſion, upon which our Seceſſion was Ar NN laid, 
and which appear to us to be deſtructive of the Rights 
and Privileges of the Members of this Church, and 
to reflect Diſhonour upon her glorious Head and King. 
We do not hereby intend to weaken the Hands of our 
Brethren who are endeavouring a Reformation, but to 
lay open before them the Difficulties that yet remain 
with us, or the Reaſons of our declining hitherto to 
0 zoin in Miniſterial Communion with rhe Judicatories 
of the eſtabliſhed Church; and this we ſhall do, after 
ue have briefly narrated the Manner how we came in- 
to that Situation wherein adorable Providence has 
placed us. | | s x 
It is beyond all Diſpute, that Mr. Erskine was cen- 
* ſured firſt by the Synod, and then by the General 
| Aſſembly, for impugning ſome Acts of Aſſembly 
and Proceedings of hurch- judicatories, in his Ser- 
mon at the Opening of the Synod of Pertb and Stir- 
4 ling, as the A& and Sentence of the Aſſembly 1733 
in that Matter expreſly bears; and we have like wiſe 
made it evident, in ſome former Prints which we 
have emitted, that the Cenſure paſt againſt Mr. Er- 
line was founded on his teſtifying againſt the Act of 
Aſſembly 1732, and the violent Intruſions that were 
made upon Chriftian Congregations b Church 
* judicatories at that Time; and erg in: e judged 


7 
t 


it our Duty to enter a Proteftation againſt th Dect- 
ſion of the Aſſembly 1733, 253 manifeſt Reſtra 
I dux Minifterial Freedom and Faithfulneſs, and plain- 
„ly inhibiting, not only Mr. Erskine, but alſo all other 
Minifters of this Church, to teſtify againſt the arbi- 

| | trary 
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rary Proceedings of ' Church-judicatories, and th 


the 


growing Defections of the Day. This Proteſtatiq 1 
was ſo highly reſented. by. that Aſſembly, that they; 
ordered their Commiſſion to ſuſpend, and to prof 

ceed'to higher Cenſure againſt us, in caſe we.. ſhoul@. 11 
not profeſs our Sorrow for offering the ſaid Proteſta co 
tion to the Aſſembly, and retract the ſame ; which 7 
Sentences were rigidly execute by the Commiſſion cc 
who firft ſuſpended, and then looſed our Relation td 2 


our reſpective Pariſhes, and declared us no longe 


Mimiſters of this Church, c. as their Sentence iti (1 


ſielt (formerly printed) more fully bears. When there 
fore Matters were come to ſuch a Paſs, that we wer 
excluded from keeping up a proper Teſtimony again 
the Deſections and Backſlidings of the then prevail 
ing Party, in a Way of Minifterial Communion witl 
them; we judged it our neceſſary Duty, for thif 
and other Reaſons (publiſned in our Teſtimony) th 
make a Seceſſion from the Judicatories of the eſtabli 
med Church. And ſince the Lord: in his adorabl( 


Providence permitted the Judicatories to thruſt, ui, 


out, at a Time when a Courſe of Defection wal, 
carried on with a high Hand, it will be therefor@ 
neceſſary for the Vindication of our ' preſent Con 


duct, to enquire if the Aſſembly 1734 have at leaſſ q, 
t 


io far removed the Grounds of our Seceſſion, that wil 
may, in a Conſiſtency with the Teſtimony we have e 
mitted, accede unto the Judicatories of the Church, 
und join in Miniſterial Communion with them. 4 
The Grounds: of our ſeceding from the then pre 
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vailing Party (as publiſhed arid enlarged upon in ou 
3 Ze ſtimom ) were chiefly theſe Ty bot, 4 | 


4 1. That the prevailing Party at that Time in th 
% Judicatories of the Church, did break doæun tha 
* Fences and Guards, which former General Aſſem 
| ernment and Diſcipline 0” 
„ this Church. 8 eee, 


bt « Authority over the Houſe of God, in Oppoſition tc 
„ Ss 2, 22 + 246 1 2000 
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e blies had wiſely ſet up, againſt Innovations in the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Eo 


„ 2. That they exerciſed. a. legiſlative Power and | 
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he Laws and Ordinances of the great Lord and 
titer of the Houſe ; and, 7 Cs om thereof, 
itiq zur ped a Lordly and Magiſterial Dominion oven 
hehtne Flock and Heritage of Gd. 
4, 3. That they purſued ſuch Meaſures as did actu - 
| ally corrupt, Or al leaſt had a; f direct Tendency to 
corrupt, the Doctrine contain din our excellent 
Confeſſion of Hui. 32 nt 2 % of. e 
Mae 4. That they reſtrained Miniſterial . Freedoms and 
e paithfulneſs in teſtifying againſt the Defections and 
Bog Backſlidings of the Times; and therefore, being ex- 
it cluded from keeping up a ſtanding Teſtimony, in a 
rs Way of Miniſterial Communion; againſt theſe 
ſinful and Church-ruining Evils, we found it our 
ms neceſſary Duty to make a Seceſſion from the 5 
alle - vailing Party at that Time, and conſequently from 
Nuß the Judicatories of the Church, till they ſhould 
thilts fee the Sins they, are guilty of, and the Miſtakes 
| ic. they are under, and reform and amend: the ſame,”* 


du Theſe were the general Grounds upon which we did- 


"= . . 


nf 


bl make a Seceſſion from the Judicatories, by the Proteſta- 
ion we entred againſt the Commiſſion that met in No- 


"ember 1733, who did thruſt us out from Miniſterial 


Z theſe Reaſons of our Seceſſion in our Teftimony, ſo we 
al ſhall not make any further Repetition of what we have 
a there ſaid, but what we judge neceſſary for clearing 
eh and illuſtrating the Subject we are upon: Neither 
hall we now ſtay to prove, that the above general 
Heads, as they are more fully and more particularly 
ninſiſted upon in our Teſtimony, were ſufficient to war- 
A rant our Seceſſion; for this alſo, we muſt refer the 
impartial Reader to the ſame Paper. Our preſent En- 
gquiry is, If the laſt General Aſſembly 1734 have ſo fat 
removed the above-mentioned Grounds, and refor- 
med the Evils we complain of in them, that we can- 
not warratitably, and in a Conſiſtency with our Teffi- 
mony, continue in Seceſſion from the Judicatories of che 
eſtabliſned Church, but that we ought to have joĩn d 
in Miniſterial Communion with them ? a PAY 
RR . „ 


Communion with them; and, as we have enlarged - 


* ' 


T8 9 2 | 


our delivering the fincere Sentiments of our Minds zz 1 


* 


the more clearly upon this important and weighty Sub. z. 


9. 


ject, we ſhall go through the above Grounds of our Se. 
ceſſion, and impartially enquire if the General Aſſem. 
bly 1734 have removed the ſame; or, if they hay 
ſo far reformed and amended the Evils we complaiii 
of in them, that it is now unlawful and unwarrantable 


for us to continue in Seceſſion from the Judicato 


of the Church. _.. yore 
The firſt Ground of our Seceſſion (as laid in our 


Teftimony) was, That the prevailing Party at that i. 
« — the Judicatories of the Church, did break - 
« down the Fences and Guards which former Gene- 
« ral Aſſemblies had wiſely ſet up againſt Innovations e 
«in the Doctrine, Worſhip, Government and Diſ- x7 
1 3 G o 
Upon this Head we complain, That the Act of 
Aſſembly 1730 diſcharging the recording of Reaſons c 
of Diſſent in inferior 1 and the Act of gt. 
Aſſembly 1732 anent the Method of planting vacant}, 
Churches, were paſt contrary to the ſtanding Rules c 
regulating the Manner of paſſing Acts of general Con- ( 
cern to the Church, which require, that they be firſt 
tranſmitted to tlie Conſideration of Presbyteries, and 
their Opinion and Conſent reported to the next Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, who may paſs the ſame into Acts, if 
the more general Opinion of the Church agree thereto. 
But, in regard the General Aſſembly 1734 have re- 
ſcinded the two foreſaid Acts mainly upon the Ground 
complained of, therefore we are far from charging 
that Aſſembly with breaking down the Fences of our 
Conſtitution, or doivg any Thing that had the leaſt | 
Aſpect towards Tyranny in their Adminiſtration; 
on the contrary, we deſire to bleſs the Lord, that 
they ſhewed ſuch Diſlike at theſe iniquous Statutes, " 
that were ſo evidently everſive of the Conſtitution 
of this Church: And altho the Mannes in which they | 
ſtand repealed may be ' afterwards conſidered, yet we 
freely own, that, as this firſt Ground of our Seceſſion 


i 


indſ 3s laid, it 1 the laſt Aſſembly 

zr muſt be remembred, that our Seceſſion was not 
Founded upon the paſſing of the Acts of Aſſembly 
730 and 1732 (as ſome have imagined it was) for 
we continued in Communion with the Church after 


litheſe Acts were ingroſſed among the ſtanding and bin- 
MEding Rules thereof, and ſatisfied ourſelyes with joi- 


ing in a Proteſtation againſt the Act 1732, tho' it was 
bot recorded, reſolving upon all — r Occaſions to 
#ftify againſt the ſame or like Defections of this 
hat he Cenſures of the Church were denounced again 

ak us, by the Judicatories af that Time: And therefore 


ne- ¶ ye were laid under a Neceſſity, either to make a Se- 


eſton from them, or ſilently and ſinfully to quit the 


Proteſtation in the ſu n againſt ſuc 
ol Coutſes as had an evident Tendency to ruine our ex- 
nMFtellent Conſtitution. And, for the more clear under- 
ot ſtanding of our Caſe, it muſt be remembred, that this 
nt as the firſt and more immediate Ground of our Se- 
es ceſſion from the Judicatories of the eſtabliſhed 
© Church. We ſhall now go on to the- 


d II. Ground of our Seceſſion from the n . 


Party at that Time, which was, © That they ſcrewe 
if 4% Church-authority to an exorbitant Height, by exer» 


>. 4 cifing a legiſlative Poaber over the Houſe, of God, 


= F< in Oppoſition to the Laws and Ordinances of the 
lc Hine erd and Maſter of the Houſe, and, in Con- 
4 ſequence thereof, uſurped a lordly and magiſterial 
«* Dominion over the Flock and Heritage of God. 
Under this Head we mention in our Teftimony ſeve- 
ral Inſtances of arbitrary Authority exerciſed by ſome 


and inconſiſtent with, the Word of God. Here then 
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But here 


zur Church; but no ſooner was this eſſayed, A ; 


IC Field, and never ops our Mouths in Pulpit, or by. 


former Aſſemblies and their Commiſſions, contrary to, 


the Queſtion will be, If the Aſſembly 1734 have con- 
demned that uſurped Authority over the Houſe” of 
God, and if the Heritage and Flock of God are li- 

berate and ſet free from * lordly and magiſterial 


be no longer a binding Rule in this Church, but then 


T 
Power, whereby unjuſt Decrees were bound upon thei: 
Conſciences, and the Cenſures of the Church threat. *e 
ned, and actually inflicted upon them, in caſe they did '$ 
not ſubmit to the ſaid unjuſt Decrees? 1 | 

The 1/ Inſtance we condeſcend upon of arbitrary 
Authority is the Act of Aſſembly 1732, which lodges ite 
the deciſive Power of electing Miniſters in a conan 4 
Meeting of Elders and Heritors, being Proteſtantz, 
however much diſaffected to the Government both in U 
Church and State. As this was a delivering of a Re 
very valuable Truſt and Privilege into the Hands of 
the avowed and declared Enemies of the Church, ſo tl 
it was evidently inconſiſtent with the Word of God, $4 
and the Example of the Apoſtles recorded in the New. C 
Teftament, and contrary to the Practice of this 
Church ever ſince the Reformation, till of late; as ap- r 
pears from her Books of Diſcipline, Acts of Aſſembſy, ** 
and manifold Deciſions in Caſes of this Nature. It is 
true, the Aſſembly 1734 have. declared that Act to 


they repealed it meerly becauſe the Manner of ena- 
Eting it was not agreeable to ſome excellent Acts which I 
former Aſſemblies had wiſely made as Safe-guards to V 
our Conſtitution, and becauſe it was buriful, or bred # 
ſome Diſturbance in the Church: And indeed their © 
reverſing it, even upon this Score, was in ſo far Mat- 
ter of Thankfulneſs; but, ſince ſuch manifeſt Diſbonour ® 
was done to our higheſt Lord, the only Lawgiver to 
his Church, by taking the legiſlative Power out of | 
his Hands, in making a Statute for his Subjects, which 
the Authors hs” themſelves acknowledge never 
came into his Mind, we could therefore have wiſhed, 
that the Aſſembly had not only reſcinded that Act 
9 775 the Grounds above-mentioned, but alſo becauſe 
of its Inconſiſtency with, and Contrariety to, the Word 
of God: This was only the ſuitable Reparation could 


V 


4 


be made for the Diſhonour done to the glorious Head 
of the Church, by enacting a Statute that did not bear 


the leaſt hw of his Authority. And this ſtill was * 
h e moſt neceſſary, becauſe among all the Miniſters þ 
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ſign to betray and give up the Conſtitution of this 


in Church; and ſurely, when the Members of a Church 
a Þdventure to write againſt her Conftitution, it is high. 
of Time for the Church to record her Teſtimony againſt. 


ſo 
4 quote theſe Authors as giving the Opinion of the 
Church at that Time. Wt, 

nis A 2d Inſtance we have mentioned of a lordly and 
p- magiſterial Power exerciſed over the Flock and Heri- 
A. tage of God, is the violent impoſing and obtruding of 
i Miniſters upon diſſenting and reclaiming Congregations 


BY 
to by ſome late Aſſemblies and their Commiſſions, not 
en only upon the Footing of the Act 1732, but even of 
2-5 the Patronage- act itſelf ; whereby the great End and 

ch Deſign of a Goſpel-Miniſtry in the, Zdification of Souls 
to was quite marred and defeated. WY 
d We are far from charging the Aſſembly 1734 with 
ir carrying on ſuch arbitrary Meaſures; yea, upon the 
t- other Hand, they ſhewed a Diſpoſition to redreſs Grie- 


17 E | ances of this Nature that came regularly before them: 


o As for Inſtance, in the Caſe of the Pariſh of Auchter- 
f &F muchty, they very juſtly reverſed the Settlement of the 
h & Preſentee, and allowed that People a free Moderation; 
rand referred ſome other Cauſes of this Nature, which 
| they could not overtake, to the next General Aſſem- 
@ bly: Yea, further, they ſhewed ſuch Diſlike at the ar- 


byteries, by erecting Subcommiſſions with a Power to 
take Trial of the Gifts of young Men, and ordain 
them, contrary to the declared Mind both of the Pres- 
byteries in which, and the Pariſhes over which, they 
were to be ſettled ; that they veverſed one of their Sen- 


"ive w T3 Fe we &Q, (d' or 


"a . 


* 
* 
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f. the Church of Scotland ſince the Reformation, that 
did Srote upon this Subject, never any one impugned the 
Neceſſty of the Conſent of the Congregation, or at leaſt 
of the Majority of them, to fix the Relation of a Pa- 
ſtor to his Flock, till ſome late Prints appeared, which 
diſcover too much of a prelatical Spirit, and a manifeſt. 


geir Tenents, that ſo Poſterity may have no Reaſon to 


bitrary and unwarrantable Proceedings of the Commiſ- 
ſion, particularly in their invading the Rights of Pres- 


tences appointing the Preſentee to Anchtermuchty to be 


# 


Fertled in the above arbitrary Manner; whereby at 
length the Sentenees of the Commiſſion were found to 
be reverſible, which is a conſiderable. Step towards Re- 
formation: 1 conſidering, that the Sentences 

mon, 


| however atyuſt and iniquous, were F 
ſupported, and in a Manner held as irreverſible hy I. 


_ of the Commi 


former Aſſemblies, without any other Redreſs but a a o 

ſimple Diſapprobatien of their Conduct. But, altho“ 
the Aſſembly 1734 did not countenance any violent 

Settlement themſelves, yet we crave Leave to ſay, 
That we have not as yet ſeen a ſufficient Teſtimony: 
gainſt the maniteſt Intruſions that have been made in 
many Congregations of this Church. It is well known, | 
that, by F exe of Preſentations, a wide Door has 
been opened for the Entry of a corrupt and Jax Miniſtry | 
into the Boſom of the Church ; which, however — ; 
contrary to our avowed Principles, has been counte- 
nanced and encouraged by ſome former Aſſemblies and 
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their Commiſſions, who all along owned Patron age to 
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be a, Grievance, and yet in the mean Time embraced |; 


every Opportunity to favour the Preſentee, even altho“ 
almoſt the whole Congregation were diſſenting and 
ou, TED ,, o Px: 
It was the laudible Practice of the/ reforming Aſ- 
ſembly 1638 (even when Patronages were in full Force) 
That they diſcharged any Perſon to be intruded in any Of- 
Fee of the Kirk, contrary to the Will of the Congregation %% © 
to which they are appointed. If ſomerhing of this Na-. 
ture were done, and if it were declared that the Ac- | 
ceptance. of Preſentations is contrary to the Word of | 
God, and the Principles of this Church founded theres | 
on, and that the Accepters are liable to Cenſure, this 
would be the beſt Mean to put an effectual Stop to the 
Oppreſſion of Chriſtian Congregations for the future, 
hy the ſcandalous Acceptance of Preſentations. 
It is true, the laſt Aſſembly have appointed their 
Commiſſion to petition his Majeſty and Parliament for 3 
Relief from the Yoke of Patronage, and the Com- 
miſhon have accordingly nominate ſome worthy Bre- 
thren of their Number for that Purpoſe ; but ſtill there 
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ice of the Civil Law; for there is nothing in the 
by 3 | 
or to act contrary to them: And, in this particular 
o' Caſe, the Act of Patronage doth not oblige the Pre- 
nt 6 

y, Church; it only makes the Acceptance a neceſſary 
Condition of the Validity of the Preſentation ; the 
X Legiſlative thereby intending to reſtrict and limit the 
Patronage. act in Favours of the Church of Scotland, 
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mit any of her Communion to accept of a Preſenta- 
tion in Oppoſition to the Conſent of the People: And 
ſo it was interpreted by the Church herſelf for ſeveral 


upon which account the Patrons very ſeldom made 


got a favourable Reception from the Judicatories of the 
Church, the prevailing Party finding no other Me- 

thod fo 2 for getting Men of looſe Principles in- 
to the Miniftry, who would therefore at any Rate be at- 
tatchꝰ d to their Intereſt. So that there was not hing ts 
be feared from the Civil Magiſtrate, who was not im- 
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dormant even after it was revived, till the prevailing 
Party at that Time «vreatb'd it about the Neck of this 
Church, ſome by accepting Preſentations themſelves, 
and all of them by encouraging theſe that do ſo. From 
all which it is obvious, that the Aſſembly 1734 mighr 
have ſafely declared their Principles upon this Matter, 
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nent it; and this Beginning of a Reformatian at Home, 
nance to it from Abroad, 
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; Ciſed over the Flock of God, which we complain 'of, 


LY ; a 


was nothing to hinder them to declare their Principles 
pon this Head, as former Aſſemblies have done, even }\ 
when the Patronage was in as great Force as it is at 
| this Day. Nor would this have been a Flying in the 


Law obliging the Church to diſclaim her Principles, 


ſentee to accept, contrary to the Principles of the 


whoſe avowed Principles at that Time would not per- 


7 Years after the Act was thus reviewed, Anno 1719 


= Uſe of their Rights till- their accepted Preſentations . 
{ poſing the At of Patronage upon us, but allow'd it  . 


even altho they reſolved to addreſs the Legiſlative a- 
would have given a ſurer Ground to expect Counte- 
A 3d Inftance of lordly and magiſterial Power exer- - 


is the Act of Aſſembly 17335 concerning the Presby- | 
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in the Way the Lord Jeſus has preſcribed: in his 
Word. : „„ 


CK. 
tery of Dunfermline, whereby the Miniſters of that 
Presbytery are diſcharged,” under Pain of the higheſt 


Cenſure, to diſpenſe ſealing Ordinances to any in the ö 
Pariſh of Kinroſs, without Conſent or Permiſſion of the 


preſent intruded Incymbent. | 
Now, from the Tenor of this Act it is plain, that it 


contains a virtual Zxcommunication of all the People in 


every Congregation thro' the Land, who cannot ſubmit 


to the Miniſtry of theſe who are violently impoſed u- 
pon them by the Judicatories of the Church; and al- 
ſo Jays down a Precedent for cenſuring, or even thru- 

ing out from Miniſterial Communion with the Church, 
all Miniſters who ſhall diſpenſe ſealing Ordinances to 
ſuch of the Lord's People as have not Freedom to re- 
ceive them from the Hands of Intruders, providing 


there be a Complaint tabled againſt them; as is obvi- 


ous from the Reaſon which the Commiſſion which met 
in March 1734 gave, why they did not proceed to en- 
ore into the Conduct of any of the Brethren in the 


resbytery of Dunfermline, and. cenſure them, as they 
were 1impower'd by the Aſſembly, viz. Becauſe there 


' eas no Complaint of their tranſgreſſing this Act; from 


which it is manifeſt, that, if the Incumbent or any 
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other had tabled a Complaint againſt them, the Con- 


traveeners had been cenſured. If it is pled, That this 
Act of Aſſembly, complain'd of, was only a Deciſion 
in a particular Caſe, namely, that of the Presbytery. 


of Dunfermline and Pariſh of Kinroſs ; It is anſwered, 
That a Deciſion of a General Aſſembly in a particular 


Repreſentative, is reckoned to have the Force of a Pre- 
cedent in all ſimilar Caſes, both by ſubſequent Aſſem- 
blies and inferior Judicatories, and is the Rule they 
commonly walk by in Caſes of the like Nature. And 


that this is a ſenful Act, and contrary to the Word of 


God, is as plain, as it is certain that it is unlawful to 
intrude a Miniſter upon a People willing to have the 
Ordinances of Chriſt diſpenſed among them, and to 
ſubmit to the Miniſtry of theſe who are ſet over them, 


Now, 


— 
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_ Cauſe, being the publick Judgment of the Church- | 
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Now, the foreſaid Act of Aſſembly, which 
boints ſuch ſevere Cenſures to be inflicted upon their 
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SFChriſtian Brethren, both Miniſters and People, who i 
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have not Freedom to give Countenance to the Mini- 


ſtry of ſuch as are intruded upon Chriſtian Congrega- 
tions, appears to us to bean unwarrantable Narrowing of 
the Terms both of Miniſterial and Chriftian Commu- 
nion, a Lording over the Heritage of God, and contrary 
to one great End and Deſign of Church-government 
and Diſcipline, viz. the Edification of the Body of 
3 Chriſt; yet it ſtands untouch'd by the Aſſembly 
1734, the Force of it is nowiſe abated by any Tg | 
&7 which that Aſſembly have done; nor is there the leaſt 


o Remedy provided for many Thouſands in Scotland, 


& who are thereby excommunicated from ſealing Ordi- 
nances, for no other Reaſon but becauſe they cannot 
take the Benefit of them from the Hands of Intruders. 
Since therefore the Aſſembly #$54 have noway inva- 
'# l1idate the Force of this Act, nor given the leaſt Te- 
ſtimony againſt it, our Acceſſion to the Judicatories 
may be juſtly conſtructed to be a ſubjecting ourſelves 
to: their Authority exerciſed according to the Rules 
of this Church preſently in Being; and conſequently 
not only a virtual Approbation of this Act, but alſo of all 


the violent Settlements which it was defign'd to ſupport. 
Yea further, our Acceſſion, while this Act ſtands in 
Force, would be a plain ſubmitting of the Queſtion to 


the eſtabliſhed Church, Whether we may relieve the 
bf rd Heritage of God, or not? when it has been 


already given as Iter Opinion, that we muſt not do it, 
under the Pain of the higheſt Cenſure ; and thus give 


' - our Conſent that the oppreſs d Congregations in Scotland 
ſhall be upon the Matter excommunicated from the 


Ordinances of Chriſt, and that they ſhall not be any 
Way fupported, but ſuppreſſed, in contending for a 


covenanted Work of Reformation in their own Sphere; 


which would be provoking to God, grieving and ewoun- 
ding of his People, and of dangerous Conſequence to 


the declining Intereſt of Chriſt in this Land. We pro- 
ceed now to conſider te 
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* If. Ground of our Seceſſion, which was, * That 
etc the prevailing Party purſued ſuch Meaſures, as did 


« actually corrupt, or at leaſt had a direct Tendency to 
«c corrupt, the Doctrine contained in our : exccllent N 
©. Confeſſion of Faitb'. 8 . 


When groſs Errors are vented in a Church, and ano 
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ſuitable Teſtimony emitted againſt them, this Neglec e, 
has a direct Tendency to corrupt the Purity of Do- 
Jeſus, that Blaſphemy again the Son of God, with a 
the Standard of a free and faithful Teſtimony has not 

- byteries and Sy nods, to hand down theſe valuable 


ctrine profeſſed in that Church. It is too well known, 
rain of other groſs and dangerous Errors, have been 77 
been lifted up againſt them, by any of our former Ge- 
Truths, which have been deny'd and impugn'd in 


to the ſad Regrete of all who defire to believed in 

taught, and otherwiſe vented in this Church; and yet 

neral Aſſemblies, ate frequently addreſſed by Pres- © 
5 


our Day, to the riſing Generation, with a peculiar |; 
and ſolemn Teſtimony unto them; which was ftill the #7 
more neceſſary, conſidering the abounding. of Infde- 
| Ley, and the daring Impiety of the profane Nuts of che 
Age, who by their blaſphemous Mouths and Pens 
WR - have made no Scruple to run down the ſacred Myfte. 
ies of Chriſtianity, which upon the other Hand has 
been baſely betrayed by many of the modern Defenders 
thereof, who have at once given up with all the pecu- # 
. liar Doctrines of it, and have left pothing behind but 
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a refin'd Syſtem of natural Religion. | | 
Nov, altho' fach damnable and pernicious Errors 
have been vented and taught by ſome Members of 


— CATS # 
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this Church, as have a direct 'Tendency to jead all | 
who imbibe them into open Infidelity ; yet we ſay, That 
no ſuitable Teſtimony has been given, either againſt 
_ theſe Tenets, or the Authors of them. It was found | 
clearly proven by the Aſſemblies 1727 and 1728, That 
Profeflor Simſon denied the Neceſſary Exiſtence and Su- 
Preme Deity of the SON of G00; yet all the Reſent- 

ment that the Aſſembly 1729 (which concluded 8 
3 ro- 


ied „. 
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proceſs) ſhewed againſſ this Blaſphemer,for unhinging 
at che very Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, 2 | 
id only to ſuſpend him from Teaching and Preaching, 
to till another Aſſembly ſhould think fit to relax him 
nt from that Sentence. And altho' it was alſo found pro- 
ven by a Committee for P urity of Dottrine, appointed 55 
o by the Aſſembly 1727,“ That the ſaid Mr. Simſon 
T ( had contraveen'd the Act of Aſſembly 1717, in ven- 
ec ting ſome Opinions, which tended to attribute too 
ee much to natural Reaſon, and the Power of corrupt 
Nature, to the Diſparagement of Revelation and 
F< efficacious free Grace; yet there was not the leaſt 
Notice taken of theſe groſs Errors: Which Neglect 


n 8 
t had a direct Tendency to corrupt the Purity of Doctrine 
t profeſſed in this Church, and was an Encouragement to 
— Men of looſe Principles, to vent their falſe Notions and 


inconſiſtent Schemes, without the leaſt Fear of Cenſure; 
as may be ſeen from the bold RefteFions which Mr. 
n Camplett at St. Andrews has made both upon natural 
rand reveal'd Religion, in ſome late Capers On by 

him; and by what Mr. Wallace Miniſter at Zdinburgb 

has advanced in his Anſwer to a Letter directed to 
him concerning the poſitive Inſtitutians of C wy 5 
and alſo from the Method of Preaching practiſed by 
a great many who have lately entred into the Mini- 
ſtry, who have ſo far diſcarded all the peculiar and 
ſupernatural Doctrines of the Goſpel, that one would 
ſcarce know by their Diſcourſes, whether they were 
ſo much as profeſs'd Chriftians. . i „ 
& Theſe are the fatal! Conſequences of — to 
give a ſuitable Teſtimony againſt the Errors of the 
Times, and particularly to aflert the Neceſſary Ex- 
itence and Independency of the. great God our Saviour, 
when ſo loudly call'd to it by the open. [mpugning of 
| of his Supreme Deity. And as this was one chief Ground 
of our Seceſſion from the prevailing Party in the Ju- 
dicatories of the Church, that they gave a deaf Zar to 
all Applications that were made for maintaining and 
7* preſerving the Purity of Doctrine, which was in ſuch 
; imminent Danger, by the growing Errors of the 1 
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fo the Queſtion will be, If the Aſſembly 1734 have 


4 1 


done any Thing to ſupply that great Defect? eſpeci- 
ally when the ſinful Omiſſion of this neceſſary and 
important Duty may be juſtly look d upon as the main 
Spring of the Lord's Controverſy with the Judicatorie: 
of the Church, in leaving them to drive on to that t. 
Height of Defection which they lately arrived a. 
We do not incline to challenge the Aſſembly 1734 
with a deſign'd and ævilful Neglect of teſtifying againſt 
the above-mentioned Errors; we know they met witk 
conſiderable Interruptions from a Party that wanted 
by all Means to retard their Work: But yet, ſince it 
cannot be ſaid that this Ground of our Seceſſion i 
in the leaſt removed, therefore we will be the more 
eaſily excuſed, if we cannot with Freedom (as we are 
fituate in Providence) accede unto the Judicatories of 
a Church, where Truth lies bleeding in her Street., 
- without any ſuitable Teſtimony unto it. We proceed 
now to conſider the | : 2 a ol 


s 


4 


Laft Ground of our Seceſſion from the prevailing.” 


Party at that Time, which was, © That they reſtrain. 
« ed Minifterial Freedom and Faithfulneſs, in teſti- 2 - 
44 fying againſt the DefeCtions and Backſlidings of the 
« Times." Oe. . 

The Reftraint which the Aſſembly 1733 did put 
upon Miniſterial Freedom and Faithfulneſs in teſtify - 
ing againſt the Evils and Corruptions of our Day, 
with the Proceedings of the Commiſhon thereupon, jt 
was that which gave the firſt Riſe to our preſent Se 
ceſhon, becauſe we were thereby precluded from keep 
ing up a proper Teſtimony againſt the Churcbh-ruiningg 
| Courſes of the then prevailing Party in a Way of Mi- 
niſterial Communion with them. There are but two 
Ways whereby a Miniſter can teſtify againſt the De- 
fections of a Church; either by giving faithful Mar- 
ning of them from the Pulpit, or by proteſting againſt 


— 


them in a Judicatory as he has Acceſs, that thereby 
he may tranſmit to Poſterity a Teſtimony to the Truths 
Deſeckions that 

"> 


of Chriſt againſt the Corruptions or 
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we pay prevail in a Church, Now, we were excluded from 
ci- feeping up a ſtanding Teſtimony in either of theſe 
nd Fwo Methods: When Mr. Ertkine upon a very pro- 
ain Wer Occaſion teſtiied from the Pulpit againſt the Act 
ies Mof Aſſembly 1732, and the violent Proceedings of 
hat the Church- Judicatories at that Time, he was for this. 4 
at. cenſured by the Aſſembly: And when we protefted = 


34 ppainſt that Cenſure, becauſe we . 1t a manifeſt 

oft | Re ſraint upon our Freedom and Faithfulneſs as Mi- 
ith \Wniſters, we were preſently threatned with Saſpenſion 1 
ed and bigber Cenſures, unleſs we retract the ſame ; altho* i: 


it proteſting againſt a Proteſtant Coucil or Aſſembly 


5:07 was no new Thing, as we have ſhown in ſome for- 
mer Prints. Now, Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny did appear 
to us to riſe to a very great Height, when firft the very 
Foundation of our Church-Conftitution was under- 
E mined, and then Cenſures inflicted upon theſe who 
gave Warning againſt the ſame, which had a manifeſt 
Tendency to betray, by ſilent Treachery, the City of 
'Z God into the Hands of her Enemies, and bring on 


ng inevitable Ruin and Deſtruction upon this Church, 

n. before ever ſhe ſhould have Time to provide for her 

ti⸗ Safety. That this is a warrantable Ground of Seceſſi- 

he on, the very Nature of the Thing bears: For, how 
can a Man join in Communion with a Church, wich 

ut - obliges him to Silence in the Pulpit, and to acquieſce 

in the Judgment of the ſupreme Judicatory, however 


5 prejudicial to the eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Government 
„ and Diſcipline of that Church, without being allowed 
to give any ſtanding Teſtimony againſt it? And be- 
> cauſe this Reftraint of Miniſterial Freedom is the firſt 
#$& and more immediate Point upon which our Seceſſion - | 
turned, therefore we will be obliged to enquire the 
o more narrowly what the Aſſembly 1734 have done to- 
*& wards the Removal of the ſame, in Regard it has been 
iaſſerted, That they have at leaſt materially reſcinded 
the Act of Aſſembly 1733 concerning the four Bre- 
5 thren, and that they have taken off the Reſtraint 
5% laid upon Miniſterial Freedom by the ſaid Act and 
Sentence of the * 1733. : 
s | | 2 


„ 
That therefore we may deliver our Thoughts the 
more diſtinctly upon this Head, we ſhall enquire, (1. ) % 
If the Aſſembly 1734 have either formally or materi- 
alh repealed he Act and Sentence of the Afſembly 
1733 concerning the four Brethren. | (2.) We ſhall ' m 
take a more particular View of the Act of Aſſembl | 
1734 itſelf, appointing the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
under the Limitations therein ſpecified, to reſtore the 
four Brethren to Miniſterial Communion with this 
Church, together with the Ack and Sentence of the 
Synod in Conſequence thereof. (3.) We ſhall con- 
ſider the Act of Aſſembly 1734 concerning Minifterial 
Freedom, which is ſaid to be explicatory of the Act 
and Sentence 1733. We think ourſelves the more 
bound to make a particular Enquiry into theſe 
Things, both for a Diſcovery of the preſent Situati- 
on of. Affairs in this Church, and alſo to repreſent unto 
our Reverend Brethren the Neceſſity there is of re- 


0 EN pealing the Acts complained of, both for the Sake of the 


publick Cauſe, and for their own Safety in the faith- | 
ful charge of their Miniſtry, We begin then 
me  -- nn CES 


' Firſt of theſe, to enquire if the Aſſembly 1734 haves 
either formally or materially repeal'd the Act and 
Sentence of the Aſſembly 1733 concerning the four 
brethren, ſo that it cannot for the future militate againſt 
them, or any other Miniſter of this Church in the 
tangy! Diſcharge of his Duty. | | 
That the above Act and Sentence of the Aſſembly 
1733 was formally or 19005 repealed by the Aſſem- 
bly 1734, none will readily aſſert: Vet, conſidering 
that this Act and Sentence of Aſſembly 1733, com- 
plain'd of, had an evident Tendency to bury the Re- 
formation · principle of private Judgment, in exami- 
ning all Church.decifions by the Rule of the Word ; 
conſidering that they thereby endeavoured to render 
ww ineffectua the Duty and Liberty of Minifters, as 
atthful Watchmen, to give Warning of approaching 
Danger to the City of God, by appointing OP 
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ad higher Cenſures to paſs upon ſo many of them for 
Agicnefhing for the injured Intereſt of Chriſt, and a- 
 Fainft them, and thereby excluding theſe Miniſters 
From any further Acceſs to contend, in a Way of Com- 
munion, againſt the DefeCtions that prevail'd among 
them: We ſay, Since the above Act and Sentence 
pf the Aſſembly 1733 did ſo manifeſtly lift up an 
Authority merely buman above, and in Oppoſition to, 
the Authority of the King of Zion, whereby it bears 
uch an open and explicite Afront of the glorious 
Head of the Church, it certainly deſerved to have 
been as explicitely condemned by the Aſſembly 1734. 
But we add further, That this bold. Tbruſt aimed by 
the ſaid Act 1733 againſt the Crown and Dignity of 
the King of Zion, the only Lawgiver to his Church, 
is not ſo much as materially condemned, or any way 
invalidated by the Act of Aſſembly 1734. concerning 
the four Brethren, ſo as that it cannot afterwards affe& - 
them, or any other Miniſter in this Church, who 
ſhall teſtify againſt the Defections of the Times. Bur, 
| Ebefore we enter upon this, it will be neceſſary to inſert 
the Act itſelf, the Tenor whereof follows. 1 7 8 


\ At "Edinburgh, May 14, 1734. ' 
8 HE General Aſſembly conſidering the great 
„% 1 Hurt and Prejudice that hath at all Times 
g ariſen, and muſt yet ariſe to the Church, from Di- 
* viſions and Animoſities creeping in, and taking Root 
« among the Members thereof, notwithſtandin 
of their Unanimity in Sentiments upon materi 
© and fundamental Points, which more nearly con- 
* cern the promoting the Intereſt of our bleſſed Lord 
© and Saviour, the eftabliſhing the Peace of the 


« lineſs and true Religion within the Bounds of it; 
© and particularly, the lamentable Conſequences that 
© bave followed, and may yet follow upon the Sepa- 
ee ration of Maſters Ebenezer Erskine, William Wilſon, 
we Alexander Moncrieff, and James Fiber from this 
Church and Judicatories thereof; and Judging 
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© Church, and the Advancement of practical Gods _ 
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* 


ie their Duty to endeavour by all juſt and propet 
« Means, conſiſtent with the Honour and Glory of 4 
« God, and the maintaining the Peace and Authority 
« of this Church, to reſtore Harmoyy and brotherly 4 
« Love among all the Members of it: Therefore 
« the General Aſſembly, without further en uiring 
« into the Occaſions or Steps of Proceeding, . on 
« Part of the ſaid Brethren, or by the ſeveral Judi- 
« catories under whoſe Conſideration their Caſe hath # 
c been, which may have produced that unhappy Se- 
ec paration; but reſolving that all Queſtions upon theſe 
Heads ſhall for hereafter be comfortably remoyed, 
. have impowered, and hereby do impower the Synod 
cc of Perth and Stirling (before whom the Exceptions 
« to ſome Part of the Conduct of two of theſe four 
« Reverend Brethren were firſt taken and tried) upon 
« ſuch Application made to them as they ſhall judge 
« proper, to take the Caſe of the ſaid four Brethren, 
ic as it now ſtands, under their Conſideration, with 
« full Power to the ſaid Synod to proceed and do 
« therein as they ſhall find moſt juſtikable and expe- 
« dient for reſtoring the Peace, and preſerving the 
« Authority of this Church, and for promoting the 
« Edification of the Members of the Body of Chriſt; 
4 and particularly for uniting the ſaid four Brethrenſ 
% to the Communion of this Church, and reſtoring 
« them to their reſpective Miniſterial Charges 
% But with this expreſs Direction, That the ſaid Sy-j 
44 nod ſhall not take upon them to judge of the Le- 
« gality or For mality of the former Proceedings of the 
« Church-judicatories in Relation to this Affair, or 
4 either to approve or cenſure the ſame; but ſhall 
t only, in Vertue of the Power and Authority now 
« delegated to them by the Aſſembly, proceed to take 
t ſuch Steps for attaining the above Ends for the fu- 
ture, as they ſhall find juſt, and tending to Edificatio: 
« And the Aſſembly do hereby appoint the foreſaic 
« Synod to meet at Stirling the firſt Tueſday of ui, 
« next, and from Time to Time to name and appoini 
* the Place and Diets of their After-meeting on 2 [ 
—— ©: : 1 « tai 
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bet 4 aid Affair as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, until the Matter 
of jt: « ſhall/be ripened for a final Concluſion; and recom- 
ity % mend to them to uſe their utmoſt Endeayours to 
ly “ bring the Matter, as ſoon as reaſonably can be, to a 
Ye M © final and happy Iſſue. „ 


on Now, from the Tenor of the above Act it will 
di- plainly appear, that the Act and Sentence of the AC. 
th 4 ſembly 1733 concerning the four Brethren is not ſo 
e- much as upon the Matter reſcinded, if the following 
eſe ¶ Conſiderations be duly weighed. 5 5 
d, 1. The Aſſembly 1734 in the above Act refuſe to 
od enquire into the Steps of Proceeding taken by the ſe- 
vera] judicatories, under whoſe Confideration the 
Caſe of - the four Brethren hath been ; that is, they 
plainly declare that they will not ſo much as enter u- 
pon the Conſideration of the Act of Aſſembly 1733, 
or the Conduct of their Commiſſion in Conſequence 
thereof. Can it then be ſaid, that they have in any 
Shape whatſoever repealed the ſaid Act? But this will 
appear further, if it is conſidered, _ 1 
2. That the Aſſembly 1734 peremptorily diſcharge | 
the Synod of Perth and Stirling to judge of the Legali- 
ty or Foymality of the Proceedings of the Church-ju- 
dicatories in relation to this Affair, or either to ap- 
prove or cenſure the ſame: From whence it is plain, 
that the Act of Aſſembly 1733, and the Proceedings 
of the Judicatories thereupon, are noway affected by 
the Act of Aſſembly 1734, either as to their Legality 
or Formality. For, tho' it might be alledged, that 
a Synod cannot regularly judge of, approve or con- 
demn an Act of Aſſembly, ſuch as the Act 1733 cer- 
tainly is; yet no reaſonable Objection can be made, 
why the Aſſembly 1734 could not have judged of the 
Legality and Formality of the Act of the former Aſ- 
ſembly, and of the Proceedings of the Judicatories 
thereupon ; and then 1n that Caſe there would have 
been a clear Ground for the Synod to have judged and 
declared, That the Act 1733, and the Proceedings of 
the Judicatories iy Conſequence of it, had been found 
e 5 iuegal 
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Megal and informal by the Aſſembly 1734. But, final 
28354 is bound up, by the Afſſembl: 1734, fron 
judging the ſaid Proceedings of the Judicatories ta 
& eiter illegal or informal, it is certain that the 
Aſſembly have thereby declared) That, notwithſtan 
ding of what they have enacted with reſpect to thay 
Affair, the Proceedings of the Church- judicatorie a 
thereanent may ſtill in themſelves be both /ega! and n 
Formal: For it cannot be well underſtood, if ue 
mould ſuppoſe that the Aſſembly 1734 ſhould ha 
any Way affected the Legality of theſe Sentences h 
their own Act, and yet have diſcharged the Synod 
their own Delegates in this Matter, to tell the World] 
that they have done ſo; eſpecially when this was anc, 
Affair committed in a ſpecial Manner to their Manage ti 
ment. | 8 „ fc 
3. The Synod are ordered to proceed in the Caſe t. 
of the four Brethren, as they ſhall find moſt juſtißabiſ e 
and expedient for preſerving the Auchority of thi p 
Church: Now, it 1s certain that the Authority of this x] 
Church was no further concerned in this Matter, but a 
as it is ſuppoſed to be eveakned by the four Brethren 
their refuſing to pay a due Regard to the Act 1733 
and the Proceedings of the Church- judicatories there. 
upon, which & the main Thing in the preſent Que-|F' 
- Mon; and they contend, That no Reſpect ought to be 
Paid to Eccleſiaſtical Authority, when lifted up in. 
Oppoſttion to the unerring Rule of the Word, as it was 

_ evidently done by the Aſſembly 1733. But however, 
ſince the Aſſembly 1734 have ſo ſtrictly recommended 
it to the Synod, that they take Care to preſerve the 
Authority of the Church, with reſpe& to the Act! 
T 
lh 


2 


1733, and the Proceedings of the Judicatories there; 
upon, it is plain that they have not annulled and made 
void theſe 3 Oy | 0 
4. The Aſſembly 1734 expreſly declare, That the 
Ground and Reaſon they proceeded upon in impowe- 
ring the Synod of Perth, as above, was the Conſide - 
ration of the lamentable Conſequences that have fol- 
lowed and may yet follow upon the Separation (as they 
e | a 9 
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ino re pleaſed to term it) of the four Brethren: From 
ron hich it is obvious, That, for any 1 Aſſembly 
te 24 have enacted in this Matter, the Act of Aſſem- 
the iy 1733 may be a Rule in a Way of Precedent, for 
tan oſecuting the Members of the Church before her 
tha Judicatories, unleſs the Judicatorics may reaſonably 
rieſſapprehend, that the ſame lamentable Conſequences 
and may again follow upon the ſaid Proſecution, . e. un- 
ue ges there ſhall be four Brethren reputed Socii Criminis, 
ave who may happen at the ſame Time, and by the ſame 
bi Judicatories, to be ſuſpended, and declared yo more 
odBEMinifters of this Church, and who may, upon Grounds 
ridthey think juſt, make a Seceſſion from the prevailing 
au corrupt Party of the eſtabliſhed Church, and upon 
ge that Footing conſtitute themſelves into a Presbytery, 
for the Relief of the oppreſſed Heritage of God thro* 
aſe the Land, as well as for the regular Exerciſe of Diſ- 
bl eipline in their own Congregations, and who ſhall _ 
his proceed as above, at ſuch a Time and Seaſon, when 
his there is as much Zeal remaining for our Conſtitution 
but amongRulingEldersand ber a ber God in the Land. 
ren as makes. it probable that a Seceſſion of that Kind 
33 may be of ſome Uſe to ſupport a Conſtitution other . 
e. wiſe keenly run down and almoſt ſubverted: We ſay, - *\ 
e- it is plain that it.was upon the Conſideration of the 
be (ſuppoſed) lamentable Conſequences that followed, or 
in might follow upon the Sentences of the Judicatories, 
as that the Aſſembly 1734 impowered the Synod in the 
er, Manner they did, and not upon the Conſideration of 


ed the Sinfulneſs and Injuſtice of the Acts and Sentences 
he paſt by them. From which i: certainly follows, that the 
ct Acts and Sentences themſelves are not condemned, but 
emuſt in the Nature of the Thing be conſtructed to be 
de legal, formal and valid ſtill, and of ſufficient Force and Au- 


thority, when imitate d as lawful Precedents by other Ju- 
dicatories, to lay open all the Minifters of this Church 
to be proſecuted, if they ſhall uſe their Miniſterial 


2 


e- Freedom, as the four Brethren have done, in teſtifying 
ga againſt the Defections of this Church; whereby a 
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vide Door is as yet open = the corrupt Party, who | 
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are ſtill abundantly numerous ir this Church, to inti- 4 


midate others into a ſinful Silence in the publick Caufeſſhec: 
and to give them an Opportunity to bury a cove t 


nanted Work of Reformation, and to ſuppreſs effectual. If. 
ly all who teſtify for it. So that upon the whole it WM: 


plainly appears, That the above Act of the Afſemblyſſro 
1734 has not repealed nor annulled the Act of Aſſem I 
bly 1733 concerning the four Brethren ; and therefore f 


it remains an Act and Rule of this Church ill, ſo far t he 


as an Act in a particular Caſe is a Rule in a Way of e 
Precedent in Caſes of the like Nature. In a Word,fgn 
How can it be reaſonably alledged, that the Sinful ie. 
neſs of the Act 1733 is removed, when it is not {873 
much as once acknowledged, to the Glory of God/ſﬀ&ry 


that there is one wrong Thing in it? And how can it re 
be ſaid to be in any Shape repealed, when the Aſſem- ga 


bly 1734 expreſly declare that they will not ſo much Mo 


as enter upon the Conſideration of it, and alſo diſ.Whe 


charge the Synod to judge it either informal or illegal re 


It is true, the Afﬀembly 1734 have impowered the ill 
Synod, under ſuch and ſuch Reſtrictions, to unite the 
four Brethren to Communion with this Church, and 
to their reſpective Charges; and the Synod have ac- 

88 reſtored them in Terms of the Aſſemb ly 
Act: 
to this Act of Aſſembly 1734, the Brethren are to 
be united to the Communion of the Church, without|t ! 
any Judgment paſſed by the Aſſembly themſelves, or he 
the Synod their Delegates, as to the Legality and For · pe 
-mality of the Acts and Sentences paſt againſt them. 
Now, fince the Sentences of any Judicatory, eſpecial - ¶ . i. 

ly the Supreme, are to be eſteemed legal and formal, 1 
till they are reviewed 

Authority for that Effect; it follows, that the Bre- 
"thren, when reſtored to the Communion of this 
Church, muſt be in a very ſtrange and unheard-of 
Situation, namely, They are de facto or ſome Way 
or other Miniſters of this Church, and at the ſame 


1 
e 
* x 
* a 
ut then it muſt be obſerved, that, according 
A 


by a Court that has Power and 


55 
Time de jure they are not Miniſters of this Church, P 


nor have any Relation to their Miniſterial Charges # 
. e Fi 
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fe lfiecauſe the Acts and Sentences paſt againſt them are 
e eth legal and formal, and muſt remain ſo till another 
al Iſſembly (who are the only proper Judges in this 
it Affair) ſhall think fit to reverſe and annul them. We 
y roceed now, $i 5 


m II. To make ſome further Obſerves upon the Act 


te Aſſembly 1734 concerning the four Brethren, and 
fue Act and Sentence of the Synod of Perth and Stir- 
of e which is founded thereon ; and it is not our De- 
di gn hereby to reflect upon the Aſſembly 1734, but'to 
11-Mew. the Neceſſity of reviewing the Acts of Aſſembly 
0733, both concerning ſome Minifters in the Presby- 
ditry of Dunfermline, and alſo concerning the four 
it{Wrethren, ſince there is as yet no ſtanding Teſtimony 
n. gainſt the Diſßonour we apprehend is done to the only 
chord and Lawgiver of the Church by theſe Acts. If 
il hen the Act of Aſſembly 1734 concerning the four 


1 Brethren be narrowly viewed, the following Concluſions 


1 


he ill appear to be abundantly obvious; 

he 1. The Act of Aſſembly 1734, as it is laid, plainly 
1d ſſerts, That there is an Unanimity in Sentiments a- 
c- mong the Members of this Church, upon material 
and fundamental Points, which more nearly con- 
g cern the promoting the Intereſt of our bleſſed Lord 
to and Saviour.” This gives a very favourable, but 


ut : t the ſame Time not ſuch a fair View to Poſterity, of 


or he preſent Situation of Affairs in this Church: For, 
r · pon the reading of theſe Words, one would be read 

n. % imagine, that the Differences that were at this 
Lime among the Members of the Church, were only 
„bout trifling and ſmaller Matters, and conſequently 
d 
e- Whereas tis well known, that the Subject, not only of 
is ur preſent Teftimony, but alſo of many Petitions and 
ff Nepreſentations from ſeveral Synod and Presbyteries 
y {quite diſregarded by former Aſſemblies) was againſt 
je Mpreſſing the Heritage of God, by obtruding Hirelings 
Pon it, and then excommmunicating ſuch from Sealing 


„ Prdinances, as had not Freedom to ſubmit to the Mi- 


> Piſtry of theſe Intruders; againſt Lukewarmneſs in the 


Fe 


n 


——— . 


he Authors of them juſtly to be reputed Schiſmaticks ; 


Cauſe 


dx: 


Canſe of Truth, and Defe# of Seal for the-Glorylh 
and Honour of the Son of God, boldly attacked by 
Blaſphemer ; againſt invading the Rights of radical 
Judicatories, by appointing Committees to Iori it over 
resbyteries Zu the People of God through the Land 
and Jaftly, againſt aſſuming a legiſlative Poevey over thei 
Houſe of God, by enacting Laws that did not bear the 
leaſt Stamp of the Authority of the great Lord andF-. 
Lawgiver of the Houſe, and lifting up their humarf” 
Deciſions ſo far above the Examination of the Word 
that whoever ſhould witneſs againſt them, was preſentg# : 
Iy to become obnoxious to their Cenſures ; whereby | 
there was a manifeſt Reſtraint laid upon Miniſterial 
Freedom and Faithfulneſs in teſtif ing againſt the De 
fections of the Times. Now, th. are the Point 
which are the Subject of our preſent Differences; anc 
we leave it to the impartial World to judge, whethe 
they are not material, and ſuch Points as affect the 
very Nundation of our Church - government and Con- 
ſtitution, and conſequently very nearly concern the 
Intereſt of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 3 
2. Since the Act of Aſſembly ſuppoſes that there i 
an Unanimity in Sentiments among the Members off - 
this Church upon material and fundamental Point, 
which more nearly concern the eſtabliſhing. the Peace 
of the Church, then it plainly follows, That the Di- 
viſions and Animoſities (which, the Act ſays, have 
cxept in and taken Place among the Members thereof) 
muſt certainly be owing to the four Brethren, and ſome 
other Miniſters who have given open and public 
Teſtimony againſt the Defections of the Times: Thi 
is very obvious; for, it the Generality of the Mem-W 
bers of this Church are unite in their Sentiments about 
theſe Points which they ſay more nearly concern the 
promoting the Intereſt of the Redeemer, and the eſta. 
liſhing the Peace of the Church, then ſurely the four 
Brethren, about whom this Act is made, muſt be the 
Difturbers of that Peace, and the Autbors of theſe Di- 
viſions complained of in the Narrative of the ſaid Act: 
Whereas the Diſturbances that are preſently r he 1 
: ; 4 urc 
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lor Church ought to be landed upon the corrupt prevailing: A 
by Party in the Judicatories thereof, who: have carried on 1 
ica a Courſe of Defection with an high Hand, and not u- — 
pon theſe who. have given Teſtimony againſt the ſacg 
Z. When the Aſſembly 1734 declare, That they 
the are not further to enquire into the Occaſions, or S 
of Proceeding, either on the Part of the four Brethren, 
or by the ſeveral Judicatories under whoſe Conde 
ration their Caſe hath been, but reſolve that all Qnoe- 
ſtions upon theſe Heads ſhall for hereatter be comfor- 
tably removed; it follows, that they have dropt every 
ia Branch of the Teſtimony which the four Brethren have 
given: For, when they reſolve that they will not fur- 
ther enquire into the Occaſions which may have pro- 
| duced (what they call) that unhappy Separation a 
the Part of the four Brethren, it 1s plain that they 
have dropt all the Grounds of their Seceſſion at once, 
for theſe occaſioned their Separation; and this renders - 
the Acceſſion of the Brethren the more difficult, be- 
mdauſe in this Caſe they would be ſuppoſed to accede to 
i 2 Church who at leaſt by this Act ſeem to have drops 
the Teſtimony which they hold: For it is impoſſible 
to accede to a Church, but in the Situation ſhe is in 
when the Acceſſion is made; and an Acceſſion to her 
in that Situation, ſo far approves of the. ſame, as to 
ſubject it to her Authority, and ſubmit it to her Di- 
rection, what may be accounted Defections, and what 
not; and what is a regular Way of teſtifying, and 
what 2 diſorderly Courſe of that Nature. And, if 
is ſhe maintains not the ſame Teſtimony with theſe who 
n are ſuppoſed to accede, it follows that the Minority 
ut muſt be concluded by the major Part; and therefore, 
ne by their Acceſſion, their Teftimony is fallen from, — 4 
af and no more to be maintain'd, at leaſt in a Way of,. 
ur Church-communion, till the Majority have Light to 
take up the ſame of their own Accord. | | 
i. 4. When the Aſſembly impower the Synod to take 
: the Caſe of the four Brethren under their Conſidera- 
e on, providing there be /uch Application made to them 
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as they ſhall judge EY E follows, that that uncom- 
mon and arbitrary Procedure, in ſuſpending and other= 
wiſe cenſuring theſe Brethren, for no other Reaſon but 
for teſtifying againſt the Defections of the Times, was 
to ly diſregarded, unleſs ſuch Application ſhould be 
made, as the Synod ſhould judge proper; whereas the 
manifeſt Incroachment made upon the Privileges of |; 
the Members of this Church, by the Aſſembly 1733 
and their Commiſhon, deſerved to have been noticed, 
even without the Ceremony of an Application to he 
made in favours of the four Brethren. Befides, when | 
the Aſſembly require ſuch Application as the Synod 
ſhall judge proper, it plainly ſuppoſes, that, in the Eye 
of this Act of Aſſembly, the ether were guilty of 
ſome bainous Crime, in proteſting before the Aſſem- 
bly 1733 for their juft Right and Privilege to ef fy | 
againſt the Defections of the Day; for this was the 
ſole Ground of- the Cenſures that paſt upon them : 
. Only the Aſſembly 1734, for Peace Sake, fo far con- 
nive at their Guilt in this Matter, that they are wil- 
ling theſe Sentences be taken off, providing they ſo # «« 
far take with their Offence, as ro make Application «c 
themſelves for that Effect, or others do it in their 
Favours, that ſo the Authority of the Church, inter- | (e 
poſed in the paſſing of theſe Sentences, may be ſome | « 
way kept up. And this is another Difficulty in the « 
Way of our Acceſſion, when the Judicatories of the 4 
Church ſtill look upon us as Criminals, altho' they can « 
charg us with nothing but ſtanding up in Defence of e 


our Reformation-principles, at a Time when they {| « 
ww moſt likely to be run down, and buried in O- |We 
livion. | 5 | | 


o 
5. When the Aſſembly order the Synod to take . 
Care to preſerve the Authority of the Church, and diſ- « 
charge them to judge of the Legality or Formality of 
the Proceedings of the Church- judicatories in Rela- - 
tion to this Affair, it is plain (as has been before ob- 
ſerved) that the Sentences paſt by the Aſſembly 1733 
and their Commiſſion, ſtand in full Force as to their 
Legality and Formality; only, for the Sake of Peace, 


the 


- 


mT = 1 . | 
Ine Rigour of them may be relaxed as to the four 
Prerhren for this Time, upon the Conditions and Li- 
Fitations expreſſed in the Act itſelf. 


6. In regard the Synod of Perth and Stirling were 
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will not be amiſs to inſert what they have done, in 


% 
4 
[5 
# 


this Place, that the Reader may have a full View of 


N 


this whole Affair. The Tenor of their Act is as fol- 
© JOWS: | 3 | | << 
74 At Stirling, July 2. 1734. i 
* H E Synod of Perth and Stirling having, in 
3 Obedience to the Act and Appointment of 
Lethe General Aſſembly, dated at Edinburgh the 14th 
Day of May laſt, mer and conveen'd at Stirling this 
4 Day, and taking the Caſe of the four Brethren, 
„ Maſters Ebenezer Erskine, William Wilſon, Alexan- 
ec der Moncrieff, and James Fiſber, under their Confi. 
[© deration, with the Power and Authority delegated 
to them by the ſaid General Aſſembly to do therein 
c as they ſhould find moſt juſtifiable and expedient for 
® << attaining the Ends mentioned in the ſaid Act, and 
„ tending moſt, for Edification for the future; and alſo 
„ conſidering the Applications that have been made, 
© and Petitions and Addreſſes to this Synod from 
| © Towns and Pariſhes concerned, in Behalf of theſe 
„ Brethren ; and remembring how warmly the Elders 
4 in many Pariſhes of this Province did addreſs their 
4 reſpeCtive Presbyteries in their Favours, before the 
4 laſt Aſſembly; and after long and ſerious Delibera- 
( tion and Reaſoning upon the whole Caſe of the ſaid 
e four Brethren, as it now ſtands; They are of Opi- 
nion, that reſtoring and uniting them to Miniſterial 
„ Communion with this Church, to their reſpe&ive 
Charges, and to the Judicatories to which they 
{© belong, and the free Exerciſe of their Miniſterial 
« Function therein, by a ſolemn Act and judicial 
« Deed of the General Aſſembly of this Church, 
© © whoſe Power and Authority as to this Matter is i 
the formentioned Act delegated to this n 5 | 
g | IS nf... 2 O00 6 will 
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Flothed with the Aſſembly's Power in this Matter, it 
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4 will very much < to reſtore the Peace, and pre- 
«ſerve the juſt Authority of this Church, in the Ex. Fa 
cc erciſe of all its rightcous Privileges and Miniſterial | 
4 Functions, and to promote the Edification of the 
Members of the Body of Chrift : Therefore this {&** 
. Synod, by Vertue of the foreſaid delegate Power 

« and e and in Name of our LORD IE- 
* $US CHRIST, did, and hereby do, with one 
« Voice and Conſent, take off the Sentences pronoun-Þ ! 
- & ced by the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly | Þ 
« 1733 againſt the foreſaid four Brethren, Maſters | 
«* Phenezer Erskine, William Wilſon, Alenander Aon - 
K"crieff, and James Fiſber, declaring the fame of no 
Force or Effe& for the future; unite and reſtore 
* them to Miniſterial Communion with this Church, 
to their ſeveral Charges, and to the Exerciſe of all 
« Parts of the Miniſterial Function therein, as fully .. 


and freely as there never had been Act, Sentence, 
Obſtacle or Impediment whatſoever in the Way 
« thereof in Time paſt ; all which are hereby decla- {W< 
« red ſopite, and ſer afide for the future: And the 
« Synod do recommend to theſe four Reverend Bre- 
* thren, to carry towards the Lord's Servants their th 
 « Brethren, Minifters of this Church, ard their re- L 
« ſpective Flocks and Charges, as Miniſters of Chriſt I th 
« and his Goſpel ought to do, in all Time coming; 4 
« and they do in the like Manner recommend it. ta A 
« the reſpective Presbyteries of Perth, Stirling and be 
4 Hunkeld, to receive them as Members of their reſpe- R 
4 ive Presbyteries, and behave towards them as Mini- b. 
4 fters of Chriſt in this Church; and do enjoin, nat it 
„ only the Miniſters of the ſaid Presbyteries, but alſo f : 


of all other Presbyteries in their Bounds, and the 
ſaid four Brethren, ſo to demean themſelves toward 
each other, as may anſwer the Obligations they || 
« came under by their Qrdination-vows in the Lord: 
* And the Synod take this Opportunity to warn all 
« the People in this Province to beware of every Thing 
% may have a Tendency to obſtruct the good Ends of Wal 


© this AR, and what the late General Alſembly had 
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e- ſo much at Heart, viz. the Peace and Union of this 


- . : 


Bc weaken the Hands of the Lord's Seryants ſet over 
them: And further, the Synod appoint the Names of 
Fc the ſaid four Brethren to be immediately inroll d 
dec in the Rolls of this. Synod, and that Mr. Hamiltop 
EC read this Act from the Pulpit of Stirling, Mr. 
et BJack from the Pulpit of Perth, Mr. Meek from the 
"© Pulpit of Abernethy, and Mr. Go from the Pulpit 


ly |.$* of Kinclaven, on ſome, Lord's Day betwixt and the 
Irs 5% c firſt of Auguſt; and the Synod recommend if to Mr . 
- Hamilton to acquaint Mr. Erskine, Mr. Ae intaßb to 
0 acquaint Mr. I ilſon, Mr. Pilmay to acquaint Mr. 


E. Moncrieff, and Mr. Gow to acquaint Mr. Fiber, ot 


re * . 95 * 8 * : 
h, , this Act and Sentence with their firſt Conveniency. 

118 And finally, they appoint this Act to be inſert in 

ly Rs. all the Pr esbytery-books within this Province, and 

e, e they leave it to every Miniſter to intimate the ſame . 
y to their Congregations as they ſee- Cauſe, Ex- 
1132 © > yin pore 
w Wi {7 £ , Phot WT it, $645 7 "140931 
Now, ſince the above Act is ſuppoſed to conclude - 
ir the Affair concerning the four Brethren, we crave 
Leave, with all due Deference to our reverend Bre- 
& thren who met at that Time, to remark, That as their 
p Ac is framed upon. the Mabel of the above Act of 
a Aſſembly 1734, as indeed it could not well otherwiſe 
d be; fo they lay the four Brethren under a greater 
Reſtraint, than the Aſſembly 17 34 their Conſtituents. 

i- by their Act obliged them to, when they recommend 


« and their reſpective Flocks and Charges, as Mini- 
* fters of Chriſt. and his Goſpel ought to do, in all 
“Time coming.“ i. e That they refrain from admi- 
niſtrating ſealing Ordinances to any of the Lord's 
People, who even happen to reſide in Congregations 
who have had Hirelings obtruded upon them. For 
haltho' the Words of the Act be general, reſpecting all 
Much as are reputed A of this Church; yer, 


r.. Len 


it to the four Brethren, © To carry towards the Lords 
1 Servants their Brethren, Miniſters of this Church. 


1 


ſince our Teſtimony is mainly levelled againſt the cor- 
rupt Party in the Judicatories of the Church who are J ;; 
carrying on à Courſe of Pefection, and particularly 
againſt ſuch as have intruded themſelves upon diſſen- 
ting and reclaiming dd tions, ſeverals where- 
of are within the Bounds of this Synod ; therefore | « 
this ſpecial Recommendation given to the four Bre- 44 
thren, muſt have an Aſpect chiefly to thoſe > Other- « 
wiſe it was to no Purpoſe, to recommend it ſo par- || « 
ticularly to them to carry in a brotherly Manner to» || « 
wards the Lord's faithful and ſent Servants, when they J. 
have ſo publickly declared, that they have not made «« 
a Seceſſion from them, but are willing to maintain J. 
Miniſterial Communion with them, And that this is . 
the true Meaning, will appear further, from the ſo- cc 
lemn Warning that they give unto all the People in | 
this Province, even to the People of Muckbart, &c, [i 
4 To beware of every Thing that may encourage Di- c 
4 viſion from, or weaken the Hands of the Lord's 
& Servants ſer over them; that is, That they ſub- 
mit to the Miniſtry even of ſuch Intruders, aud take |/ 
ſealing Ordinances from their Hands. So that the . 
| — — have proceeded a Step further than the Aſſem- {wi 
bly 1734 have done; and if this Act of theirs ſhall 
come to be inſerted among the Records of the Aſſem- 
bly 1735, it will be ingerpreted as corroborative of 
the Act Aſſembly of 1733 concerning ſome Miniſters 
in the Presbytery of Dunfermline, which virtuall 
excommunicates all the Lord's People thro the Land, 
who cannot ſubmit to the Miniſtry of Intruders. We 
do not ſay that our Reverend Brethren, who were the 
Framers of this Act, had any ſuch Deſign; but it is 
n that the Act is ſo laid, as that the corrupt 
Party, if ever they have Opportunity, may make a 
Handle of it to cenſure thoſe who adminiſter ſealing 
8 to the Lord's oppreſsd People in this 
Church. | e 


: III. we proceed now to condides the Act of AC- \ 
| Cembly 1734 concerning Miniſterial Freedom, which 
as Dy Yb: 


„„ 
is fad to be explicatory of the Act and Sentence 


1733. The Tenor of this Act is as follows; 


At Edinburgh, May 14th 1734. „ 
164 HE General Aſſembl of the Church of 


* 
* 


6 Scotland conſidering, That ſome are under 
ce Apprehenſions, that by the Act of Aſſembly 1733 
« anent Mr. Erskine, &c. Miniſters of this Church 
« are laid under greater Reſtraints as to Miniſterial 
Freedom, than they were by the Rules of this 
“ Church before the ſaid Act was paſt; therefore 
* they do, for the Satisfaction of all, hereby declare, 

« 'That due and regular Miniſterial Freedom is ſtill. 
6 left entire to all Minifters ; and that the ſame -was 
« got, nor ſhall be held or underſtood to be anywiſe 
«© impaired or reſtrained by the late Aſſembly's Deci. 

« fion in that particular Proceſs, ” „„ 
* : | ; 9 
What the Aſſembly means by due and regular Mini- . 

Zerial Freedom, they have not told us; but, if we 
compare this, and the other Act of the ſame Date, 
with the Act and Sentence of Aſſembly 17 33» we will 
eaſily find, that the Freedom uſed be r. Erskine 
in the Pulpit of Perth, in teftifying againſt the Act of 
Aſſembly 1732, and the violent Proceedings of the 
Church- judicatories at that Time, and the Freedom 
rhich the four Brethren uſed in proteſting for the 
Faithful Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, and againſt all 
Reſtraints upon the ſame, was not due and regular Mi- 
iſte rial Freedom. This is far from a ſtrain'd Con- 
equence, the Words of the Act itſelf expreſly bear ſo 
uch; for it ſays, That due and regular Miniſterial 
Freedom q. not any wiſe impair'd or reſtrain'd 2 
g Peciſion of the Aſſembly 1733 in this particular Pro- 
s feſis. Now, upon the firſt Reading of the ſaid Act 

nd Sentence 1733, theſe two Facts will be obvious 

| "ff That Mr. Erskine was rebuk'd at the Bar of that Rr 

\flembly, for teſtifying againſt ſome Acts of Aſſem- Þ - 

h Ry and Proceedings of Church-judicatories ; and + 
ben, That the Commiſſion was appointed to ſuſpend 
„ 
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Was de facto impa 


for proteſting againſt the aboye Deciſion of the Aſſem- 
bly, unlefs th y ſhoul 
it is plain, that the Faithfulneſs which Mr. Zrskine 


uſed in preaching againſt the Defections of the Times, 
ired; for he was rebuked: And it 


is as plain, that the Liberty we all four uſed, in pro- 


teſting againſt a bad Deciſion of an Aſſembly, was 


alſo reſtrained; for the Sentences which were after. 


wards inflicted by the Commiſſion, were preſently ( 
threatned by the Aſſembly ; there being no other Rea- | 
ſon condeſcended upon for theſe ſevere Cenſures, but 


ſimply our offering to proteſt againſt the Aſſembly. 


And therefore, ſince, according to the Words of this | 


Ac, due and regular Miniſterial Freedom was not re- 


flrained by the Sentence of Aſſembly 1733, it plainly 
follows, that the above-mentioned Freedom which 
We have uſed, is not due and regular Miniſterial 


-reftrained, as we have 


Freedom; for it was ma 
Lt 7 his A& ſeems to be 


juſt now. ma 


ſuch an Explication n & 1 7335 as is a plain YVin- 
fication of it. 2&3 1 
The N of the above Act of Aſſembly 


rs to us to 


f and inflict higher d upon all che four Brethren, 


d retract the ſame. From whence 


— 4 


_ thren: Aud, if the Act of the Synod of Perth and 


for removing the Grounds upon which our Seceſſion 
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which tend to ſubvert and overturs our valuable Che 
conſtitution. hee , Gorge 
From what we have ſaid concerning theſe two A 


% . 


* 


of Aſſembly 1734, it evidently appears, that there is _ Y 


a manifeſt Connection between them and the Act and 
Sentence of Aſſembly 1733 concerning the four Bre- 


Stirli ſhould happen to be inſert among the Records 
of Aſſembly 1735, then there will be the Acts of” 
three ſeveral. Aflemblies running, all reftraining the 
Freedom and Liberty of Minifters in teft:fying againſt 

Acts of Aſſembly however injquons and the Procee- 

dings of Church-judicatories 


againſt an Aſſembly upon any Occaſion whatſoever, 
yen when inflicting their Cenſures for no other Reaſon, 
at teſtifying againſt their Defections. From all which 


it appears, how neceſſary it is, that the Church, by a 4 
judicial Deed, give a -fanding Teftimony againſt the? 
manifeſt Incroachment made upon Miniſterial Freedom 


by the Aſſembly 1733, and novwiſe diſapproven by 
the Aſſembly 1734, in regard that nothing leſs TROY : 


explicite and forma] Repeal of an iniquous Statute is 4 
neceſſary for the Reparation of the Diſhonour done 


to the glorious Head of the Church by enacting of it. 


. 

— 4 
* 
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Thus we have confidered the Grounds of our Se- 


ceſſion from that Party in the Church, who appeared to | b, 4 


us to have a very active Hand in purſuing ſuch Mea- * 
ſures as muſt in the Iſſue have landed in the Subverfion, |} 
and Ruin of the whole of our covenanted Reforma- 
tion; as alſo what the laſt General Aſſembly have done 


was laid. And, from what is above repreſented, _ 
every one may eaſily ſee what are the Reaſons why 
we have not as yet acceded'to the Judicatories of the 
Church: And as we can ſincerely ſay, That there is no—- 
thing we more deſire than Union in the Lord with aur 


Brethren; ſo it will be Matter of Joy unto us, and 


many of the Lord's People through the Land, if our 


Sins and Backſlidings from the Lord were particularly _ | 
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however. arbitrary: as! 4 
tyrannical, and alſo condemning their Right ro proteſt 


F 
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= +5 \knowledged and forſaken, and if a Work of Re- 
| FPrxmation were ſeriouſly ſer about; that is, if this 
Church were returning back to the Lord, and to the 
Rule preſcribed in his Word, for directing the Church 
how they, ought to behave themſelves in the Howſe' of 
tbe living God, which is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth... 
This is the true Notion of Reformation in a backſlid- 
den Church, and agreeable to the Scripture- account 
of it: For as, in the Erection of the Fewif Church, 
every Thing, whether as to Worſhip or Government, 
was to be done by God's own Appointment, and accor- 
ding to the Pattern ſhew'd in the Mount; ſo, in all the 
Reformations, they returned back to this unerring 
Rule, from which they had deviated and turned aſide. 
Thus, in the Reformation under the Reign of Hezeki- 
ab, a Decree was eſtabliſned, That all Iſrael ſbould keep 
the Paſſover to the Lord at Jeruſalem; for they had not 
done it for a long Time in ſuch Sort as it was avritten. The 
Levites taught the good Knowledge of the Loyd, and made 
Confeſſion to the Lord God of their Fathers: And the | 
Prieſts and the Levites ſtod in their Place after theiv 
Manner, according to the Law of Moſes the Man of God, 

2 Chron. Chap. 30. And in the Reformation, that 
took place in the Time of Foſtab, all the Words of the 
Book of the Covenant, which avas found in the Houſe of 
tbe Lord, evere read in the Ears 'of all the People; and 
the King ſtood in his Place, and made a Covenant before 
the Lord, to wall after the Lord, and to keep his Com- 
mandments, and bis Teſtimonies, and bis Statutes, with” 
all his Heart, and ith all his Soul, to perform the Words ' 
of the Covenant, which <vere euritten in the Book of the |” 
Law. And he commanded the Prieſts to kill the Paſſover, | 
and to ſanfify themſelves, and prepare their Brethren, 
that they might do according to the Word of the Lora, by 
the Hand of Moſes. And the Prieſts roſted the Paſſover 
evith Fire, according to the Ordinance of God, 2 Chron. 
Chap. 34. & 35. And the ſame Pattern of Reforma- 
tion is alſo given us by Exra and Nehemiah after the 


Captivity. | 
A But 


ö 


3 


- Ty + a7 0 
8 nn We 
1 


* AC ares. ws ante + + 
4 


"m 


But we muſt needs regrete, * whatever is 77x 


done, there is but little Progreſs in Reformation, acc 
cording to the Scriptural Account of it. Is there a Conu-- 


5 Foeſſon ntade unto the Lord God of our Father? Is 


there a particular Enumeration made of the Steps o 
Defection both of Miniſters and People, and an 4oknow- 


ledgment of them before the Lord, according to the 


above Scripture- patterns and Examples, and the lau- 
dable Practice 55 our Fathers in the reforming Peri- 
ods of this Church? And when we conſider the 
Grounds of that ſeaſonable Duty of National Faſting, 
emitted by the Commiſhon at rhe Appointment of the 
laft Aſſembly; they appear to us to be conceived in 
. ſuch general Terms, that they may be applicable to any 
Period of the Church, bearing no particular Acknow= 
jedgment of the Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath gone forth 
againſt us at this Day. As for Inſtance, the finfut 
Breach and Violation of our Covenants, National and 
Solemn League is not acknowledged; yea, theſe Co- 
venants are not ſo much as mentioned, unleſs it be in 
general and dubious Terms. Neither is the leaſt No- 
tice taken of the alarming Mark of God's Anger 
againſt this Church, in permitting one of her Seminaries 
for educating Candidates for the holy Miniſtry, to be 
poiſoned with Arminian, Socinian, and Avian Errors, 
and the Guilt that is lying upon the Judicatories of the 


Church, in the not inflicting an adequate Cenſure 


upon the Broacher of theſe Hereſies. There is no Con- 
feſſion made of the great Sin of the Judicatories in 
licenſing ſo many to preach the Goſpel, who ſeemto be 


aſhamed of Chriſt and him crucified, and then im- 


poſing and violently obtruding them on God's Heritage 
through the Land; by which Means, the Flock of 
Chrift is ſcattered, wounded, and grievouſly oppreſ- 
ſed. And there is no Acknowledgment of the Sin - 
and Guilt of Judicatories in invading the Rights of 


Chriſtian Congregations, and conferring them upon 
the open Enemies of our Conſtitution, and of excommu- 


nicating upon the Matter all the ſerious and tender —_ 
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; enen ge and forſaken, and if a Work of Re- 
FIrmation were ſeriouſly ſet about; that is, if this 
** Church were returning back to the Lord, and to the 
Rule preſcribed in his Word, for directing the Church 
how they ought to behave themſelves in the Houſe of 
tbe living God, which is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth. 
This is the true Notion of Reformation in a backſlid- 
den Church, and agreeable to the Scripture-account 
of it: For as, in the Erection of the Fewif Church, 
every Thing, whether as to Worſhip or Government, 
was to be done by God's own Appointment, and accor- 
ding to the Pattern ſhew'd in the Mount; ſo, in all the 
Reformations, they returned back to this unerring 
Rule, from which they had deviated and turned afide. 
Thus, in the Reformation under the Reign of Hezeki- 
ab, a Decree was eſtabliſned, That all Iſrael /bould keep 
the Paſſover to the Lord at Jeruſalem; for they bad not 
done it for a long Time in ſuch Sort as it was qvritten, The 
Levites taught the good Knowledge of the Lord, and made 
Confeſſion to the Lord God of their Fathers: And the 
Priefts and the Levites flood in their Place after their |} 
Manner, according to the Law of Moſes the Man of God, | 
2 Chron. Chap. 30. And in the Reformation, that 
took place in the Time of Foſftab, all the Words of the 
Book of the Covenant, which was found in the Houſe of 
tbe Lord, evere read in the Ears 'of all the People; and 
#he King ſtood in his Place, and made a Covenant before 
the Lord, to wall after the Lord, and to keep his Com- 
mandments, and his Teſtimonies, and bis Statutes, with 
all his Heart, and with all his Soul, to perform the Words 
of the Covenant, which were written in the Book of the | 
Law. And he commanded the Prieſts to kill the Paſſover, 
and to ſanfify themſelves, and prepare their Brethren, 
that they might do according to the Word of the Loyd, by 
the Hand of Moſes. And the Pri-fts roſted the Paſſover | 
avith Fire, according to the Ordinance of God, 2 Chron, 
Chap. 34. & 35. And the ſame Pattern of Reforma- 
tion is alſo given us by Ezra and Nehemiah after the | 


Captivity. 
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TOY s 1. 
But we muſt needs regrete, That, whatever is 5 
done, there is but little Progreſs in Reformation, 


cording to the Scriptural Account of it. Is there a Con- 


Tue nfade unto the Lord God of our Father? Is 
there a particular Enumeration made of the Steps f 
Defection both of Miniſters and People, and an Acknow- - 
ledgment of them before the Lord, according to the 


above e and Examples, and the lau- 
dable Practice of our Fathers in the reforming Peri- 


ods of this Church? And when we conſider the 
Grounds of that ſeaſonable Duty of National Faſting, 

emitted by the Commiſſion at the Appointment of. the 
laſt Aſſembly; they appear to us to be conceived in 
ſuch general Terms, that they may be applicable to any 


Period of the Church, bearing no particular Acknow- 


ledgment of the Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath gone forth 
= us at this Day. As for Inſtance, the ſinful 


Breach and Violation of our Covenants, National and 


Solemn League is not acknowledged; yea, theſe Co- 
venants are not ſo much as mentioned, unleſs it be in 


general and dubious Terms. Neither 1s the leaft No- 
tice taken of the alarming Mark of God's Anger 


againſt this Church, in permitting one of her Seminaries . 
for educating Candidates for the holy Miniſtry, to be 
poiſoned with Arminian, Socinian, and Avian Errors, 


and the Guilt that is lying upon the Judicatories of the 


Church, in the not inflicting an adequate Cenſure 


upon the Broacher of theſe Hereſies. There is no Con- 
feſlion made of the great Sin of the Judicatories in 


licenſing ſo many to preach the Goſpel, who ſeem to be 
aſhamed of Chriſt and him crucified, and then im- 
poſing and violently obtruding them on God's Heritage 
through the Land; by which Means, the Flock of 


Chrift is ſcattered, wounded, and grievouſly oppreſ- 
ſed. And there is no Acknowledgment of the 'Sin 


and Guilt of Judicatorics in invading the Rights of 


Chriſtian Congregations, and conferring them upon 
the open Enemies of our Conſtitution, and of excommu- 
nicating upon the Matter all the ſerious and tender _ 
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through the Land, that have not Freedom to 


ſubmit to the Miniſtry of theſe that have been intru- 
died upon them: Nor is, there a Confeſſion made of 
tze Sin of lifting up theſe and other ſuch arbitrary 
Deciſions above the Examination of the Word, and ſup- 
Pfeſung Miniſterial Freedom and Faithfulneſs, and 
' anfliting high Cenſures upon ſuch as endeavoured to 
teſtify againſt theſe and other like Defections. Now, 
theſe: great Steps of Backſliding, and Signs of the 
,ord's Anger and Controverſy with us at this Day, 
have not ſo much as been mentioned; and as long as a 
Church, in the Grounds of their Faſting and Humili- 
ion before the Lord, make only a general Acknow- 
— of the groſſer Sins that prevail among 
Churches at all Times, without condeſcending upon 
the particular Evils of the Day, however it may paſs 
for Prudence among the Men of this World, yet it 
can be no Sign of an Advance towards a true and 
thorow Reformation. . n 
VD pon the whole, Since the principal Grounds upon 
which our 1 is laid, ſtill remain, in regard many 
of the Lord's People, who cannot ſubmit to the Mi- 
niftry of Intruders, are virtually excommunicated, 
Miniſters who ſhall adventure to diſpenſe ſealing 
3 inances to them are obnoxious to the higheſt Cen- 
fires of the Church, actording to Act of Aſſembly 
2733 concerning ſome Miniſters in the Presbytery of 
| #:aline, which Act ſtands yet unrepealed : And | 
in regard the Acceptance of Preſentations is not de- 
Clared to be contrary to the Principles of this Church; 
nor is there an effectual Stop put to the Intruſion of | 
any into the Office of the Miniſtry, contrary to the | 


Will of the Congregation to which they are appoin- 
ted: And firice. no [dame Fa yet emitted againſt 
the Errors and blaſphemous Hereſies vented among 
us: And ſince the Act reſtraining Miniſterial Freedom 
ſtands unrepealed, and, for any Thing that is yet done, 
may be looked upon as legal and formal ftill: And“ 
finally, ſince theſe and the like Evils are never yet . 
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not but be under very great Straits and Di 


given. And, as theſe are the Re ons of our conti- 


ifficulties would be removed out of the Way, via. 


_, 1-20, That a ſeaſonable Warning be emitted againſt 


the Infidelity and groſs Errors prevailipg among us 
at this Day; pac UIDINErtY that the True, and Su- 
preme Deity of the Son of God our Say ; 
pendency, and Neceſſary Exiſtence be exprelly aſſerted, 
in Oppoſition to. theſe Terms in which Mr. Smſos _ 
attempted to ſubyert that important and, fundamental 
Doctrine, as has been found proven againſt him apes. x” 
higheſt = 


the firſt Libel, for which he deſeryed the | 


Cenſure of the Church; and likewile, that the groſs 


proceeded in, and brought to an Iſſue; and 


and dangerous Errors found proven againſt him by 


the Committee in the ſecond Libel, be in plain ane 
expreſs Terms condemned. And, in Regard it has been - 
found proven againſt William Nimmo, that he has 
made a bold ard daring Attack upon the whole of 
Divine Revelation, that the higheſt Cenfure of the 
Church be inflicted upon him: And alſo, ſince Mr. 
Campbell at St, Andrews has vented ſome Pro 


| 6 
reflecting both upon natural and revealed Reli 


upon the Conſideration of them, the ſaid 
that an Enquiry be made into the Errors vented by 


Mr. Wallace, in Diſparagement of the Principles of _ 3 


reveal'd Religion; and if theſe groſs Errors are found 


2 


ions 


and a Committee of the Com̃miſſion 0 entred 


proven agaivit the ſaid Mr. Campbell, and Mr. Val. 
lace, that the ſame high Cenſure be inflicted upon 


— 


nuing ſtill in Seceſſion from the Judicatories of the 
Church, ſo, if the following Things were done, our 


our Saviour, his Indes, 


ffair he _ 
tkewiſes, =. 
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1'-; do, That the Act of Aſſembly 1733, cenſuring - _ 
Mr. Erskine for impugning the Act 1732 and the ar- 
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particularly acknowledged as the juſt Grounds an! 
Paſs of the Lord's Controverſy againſt us; We can- 
| - | its fficulries, 48 „ 
Matters thus ſtand, to accede to the Judicatories of this 
Church, in a Conſiſtency with the Teſtimony we have 
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bitrary Proceedings of Church-judicatories, and ap- 
inting high Cenſures to be inflicted on the four 

Brethren for proteſting againſt the ſaid Deeiſion, as 


ſuppreſſing Minifterial Freedom and F aithfulneſs, be | 


reſcinded, and all that has followed thereupon be de. 


clared null and void in itſelf; and that all Miniſters 


of this Church be enjoined to give faithful Warning 
and Teſtimony againſt the prevailing Corruptions of 
the Times, according to A | 
1648, intituled, 4& for cenſuring of Mini fers for their 
Silence, and not ſpeaking to the Corruptions of the Times, 

3tio, That the Act of the ſame Aſſembly 1733, 


concerning ſome Brethren in the Presbytery of Dun- | 


Fermline, be alſo reſcinded; and that it be declared, that 


M.iniſters ſhall be allowed to diſpenſe ſealing Ordinan- 


ces to all ſuch as have had Miniſters intruded upon 
them contrary to the Word of God, and the Rules of 
this Church founded thereupon, and who have not 


Freedom to ſubmit to the Miniftry of ſuch, or to re- 


ceive the Ordinances of Chriſt from their Hands, pro- 
viding they be ſufficiently atteſted as to their Chriſtian 
Life and Converſation. jy 1 
4410, In caſe the Patronage- act ſhall not be veſcin- 


died, that it be declared that the Acceptance of Pre- 


ſentations is contrary to the Principles of this Church; 
and that Preachers, who accept of the ſame, be cenſured, 


by taking their Licenſe from them ; and that Mini- 


ſters for ſuch a Tranſgreſſion be ſuſpended, and, if 
they tenaciouſly adhere to it, that they be depoſed. 
And farther, that it be declared and enafed, That, 


in all Time coming, no Miniſter ſhall be ſettled in 


any vacant Congregation, without the Call and Con- 
ſent of the Majority of that Congregation, who are 
admitred ro full Communion with the Church, in all 
Her ſealing Ordinances; and that there be no Prefe- 


rence of Voices in this Matter, upon the Account of 
any wordly Conſideration... i „ 
FJto, That, in licenſing and ordaining Men to the 
holy Miniſtry, all Presbyteries be ſtrictly enjoin d, not 


only 


of Aſſembly Auguſt 3. 
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only to enquire inte th 


Report, of a"ſober, grave, prudent” and” pious. Beha. 
viour, and who have the other QuaHffications required 


Miniſters ately Entred into this 
Church ; tayeeters of the ſaid Act 
be cond . 
Gro, In Cauſes of the 
Lord's C e nt been par- 
ticularly ard pat, and the 
lamenta bleSteps,of Defettio aclfiding,-wvhich 
have lately ce et e 5 been con- 
felled, to ie CYry-of/God, yr Compmiſſion of the 
laſt Aſſemlly, e ö of Faſting; That 
therefore, if he ids o ona! Faſt, for 


which there n kde zs weightg Reaſons as ever, 

there be an NM ledg Went of tf eat Guilt of this 
Land, in having gone*ghitato ſuch a Courſe of Back- 
fliding contrary to the Werd of God, and the Obli- 
gations theſe Lands are under to promote Reforma- 
tion, by our Covenants National and Solemn League; 

and that they make a tull and particular Enumeration 
of the Steps of Defection that have been made in our 


Day, according to the Pattern of Reformation in the 
Word, and the Example of our Anceſtors, in refor- 
ming Periods of this Church; particularly in the 
Years 1638, 1646, and 1648. | 

| Tf the above Things were done, we might have the 
Gomfortable Proſpect of a pleaſant and deſirable 1 5 


and Harmony with our Brethren, in concurring mw 
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